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Go Jasper! 
 
Bronwyn Fredericks  (text and photographs)  
 
Driving from Edmonton to Jasper in the Canadian Rockies, I really had to 
concentrate to keep my eyes on the road. The closer I got to Jasper, the more 
I had to focus. It wasn’t because I was fatigued, under the influence of 
Canadian beer or because they drive on the other side of the road, rather, the 
scenery was so beautiful… I just wanted to keep looking at it. I kept thinking 
wow, amazing, stunning, incredible, and each bend in the road revealed what 
seemed like an even more beautiful view.  
 
 
 
On top of all of this, there was a range of animals along the road and 
sometimes even on the road!  
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Jasper is busy in the summer and receives over 2 million visitors a year. 
Despite this, it still sort of has that small-town feel. It isn’t as well known as the 
other towns in the Rockies. I didn’t book any accommodation as I made the 
decision late in my Canadian trip to go to Jasper. I hired a car, drove and then 
began to look for a room when I got there. I had trouble finding a place to 
sleep the first night and I know I paid way too much. In the morning, I took 
myself off to the Chamber of Commerce to use the free phone and a listing of 
all the hotels, B&Bs and hostels. I found a cheaper room.  
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Many of the walking trails and best scenery in the area were a distance out of 
Jasper. There were shuttle buses to some of the more popular attractions and 
bikes for hire.  I could have taken a day tour or the bus 48klms out to Maligne 
Lake but with the hire car, I could stop where I wanted and for how long I 
wanted. At the Lake you can hire canoes and fishing gear (you need to book 
in summer). I did a tour on the Lake.  
 
If you are into hiking there are many to chose from in Jasper National Park 
(over 1000klms). You can also opt to stay overnight in the ‘woods’ or in what 
is called the ‘back country’ (the hinterland). A Park Use permit is required for 
any overnight stays and the information centre can help with organising this, 
along with maps, of the trails and camping areas. I was told that if, I was going 
hiking in the woods I needed to attach bells to my backpack and on my 
clothing to scare the bears off. That worried me a bit and needless to say I 
simply rang as I walked. 
 
Jasper and this area of the Canadian Rockies are simply beautiful. It is almost 
impossible not to take great photographs and the weather in July – August 
was such that it was impossible not to enjoy. I had no problems travelling on 
my own and getting around. I’d go back anytime for those amazing, incredible 
and simply stunning views! 
 
 
 
 
 
